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To  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  1960. 

Dr.  Ellis  Jones  resigned  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Borough  in  January,  1961  to  take  up  the  appoint- 
ment of  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Denbighshire  County 
Council. 

The  estimated  civil  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
was  32,590. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  decreased  to  17.4  against  19.1  for  the 
previous  year.  This  compares  with  a rate  of  17.1  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  previous  year’s  birth  rate  of  19.1  however,  was  the 
highest  recorded  for  ten  years  when  in  1949  it  was  20.7. 

The  Death  Rate  at  13.7  is  1.4  higher  than  last  year.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.5. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  18.9  compared  with  30.8 
in  1959.  The  main  causes  of  death  were  prematurity  and  respira- 
tory disease. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  still  remains  a significant  problem 
in  the  Borough,  there  being  no  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  in  the 
past  ten  years. 

The  higher  protection  rate  of  infants  against  Diphtheria  is 
very  gratifying.  The  ratio  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
receiving  Diphtheria  immunisation  increasing  from  40%  in  1959 
to  83%  during  1960. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
interest  given  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee in  the  work  of  the  department.  I should  also  like  to  thank 
the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough,  my  fellow  officers 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  very  warm  welcome 
given  to  me  on  my  taking  up  my  appointment  and  for  their  ready 
co-operation  subsequently. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  P.  PEACH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  2,916  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ....  32,590  (Mid  Annual) 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough,  April,  1961  £436,044 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate £1,730 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1960)  10,628 

No.  of  Corporation  Houses  (December  31st,  1960)  5,175 


Density  of  Persons  per  house 

POPULATION  TRENDS 

Year.  Population. 

SINCE  1945. 

Annual 

Increase. 

! Decrease. 

3.1 

Natural 

Increase. 

1945 

25,670 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

300 

176 

1946 

27.800 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

2130 

226 

1947 

28,450 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

650 

289 

1948 

29,100 

Estimated  Figure 

650 

111 

1949 

29,710 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

610 

215 

1950 

30,470 

Estimated  Figure 

760 

206 

1951 

30,940 

Census  Figure 

+ 

470 

164 

1952 

32,090 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

1150 

209 

1953 

32,420 

Estimated  Figure 

330 

196 

1954 

32,290 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

130 

200 

1955 

32,330 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

40 

159 

1956 

32,810 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

480 

257 

1957 

31,970 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

840 

247 

1958 

32,650 

Estimated  Figure 

680 

269 

1959 

32,970 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

320 

297 

1960 

32,590 

Estimated  Figure 

- 

380 

196 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (R.G.  Estimate  Mid-Annual)  32,590 

Comparability  Factors  : — 

Deaths 1.15 

Births 97 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  583  live  births  of  which  317 
were  Males  and  266  Females.  This  is  a decrease  of  67  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  25  of  which  13 
were  Males  and  12  Females.  The  total  number  of  illegitimate 
births  for  1959  was  31.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to 
total  births  was  4.3%. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  births  (Legitimate)  304  ....  254  ....  558 

Live  births  (Illegitimate) 13  ....  12  ....  25 
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317  ....  266  ....  583 


Birth  Rate  (Adjusted)  per  1,000  population  17.4 

England  and  Wales 17.1 


The  Birth  Rate  (adjusted)  for  previous  years  and  for  1960 
is  as  follows  : — 

1949  20.7  1955  ....  ....  15.9 


1950  17.2  1956  16.9 

1951  ....  17.8  1957  18.3 

1952  17.1  1958  17.7 

1953  ....  15.46  1959  19.1 

1954  15.18  1960  17.4 


StiUbirths. 

There  was  a total  of  20  Stillbirths  during  the  year,  as  com- 


pared with  14  during  the  previous  year. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate)  15  ....  3 ....  18 

Stillbirths  (Illegitimate)  1 ....  1 ....  2 

16  ....  4 ....  20 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  population  0.6 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Stillbirths)  ....  33.2 
England  and  Wales 19.7 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  stillbirths,  the 
stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  and  per  1,000  popula- 
tion for  the  last  12  years. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Stillbirths. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  and 
Stillbirths. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population^ 

1949 

20 

35.9 

0.7 

1950 

21 

37.2 

0.6 

1951 

20 

36.9 

0.64 

1952 

10 

17.2 

0.31 

1953 

15 

28.1 

0.46 

1954 

15 

27.0 

0.46 

1955 

14 

25.7 

0.43 

1956 

11 

18.9 

0.33 

1957 

17 

28.1 

0.53 

1958 

15 

24.5 

0.5 

1959 

14 

21.1 

0.4 

1960 

20 

33.2 

0.6 
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DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  residents  during 
the  year  was  387.  This  figure  is  34  more  than  occured  in  1959. 
The  total  number  of  Males  who  died  was  206  and  Females  181. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

206  181  387 

Death  Rate  (Adjusted)  per  1,000  population  13.7 
England  and  Wales  11.5 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  (taking  the  comparability  factor 
into  consideration)  is  13.7.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  11.5. 

The  Death  Rate  for  previous  years  and  for  1960  is  as 


follows  : — 

1949  12.9  1955  12.16 

1950  11.8  1956  10.8 

1951  11.04  1957  10.6 

1952  11.95  1958  11.5 

1953  10.49  1959  12.3 

1954  11.16  1960  13.7 


The  following  table  gives  causes  of  death  : — 


Causes. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

6 

— 

6 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  dis- 
eases   

1 

- 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Stomach  .... 

6 

— 

6 

11. 

Malignant,  neoplasm.  Lung 
Bronchus  

14 

2 

....  16 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Breast  

— 

7 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Uterus 

— ■ 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

20 

....  17 

....  37 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

2 

2 

4 

16. 

Diabetes  

2 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sys- 
tem   

32 

....  46 

....  78 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

34 

....  27 

....  61 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

2 

3 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

21 

....  29 

....  50 

Causes. 


Male. 


Female.  Total. 


21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  

5 

6 . 

...  11 

22.  Influenza  

— 

— 



23.  Pneumonia  

8 

5 . 

...  13 

24.  Bronchitis  

9 

5 . 

...  14 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 

system  

3 

— 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enterit.s  and  diarrhoea.... 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis,  nephrosis  

2 

1 . 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

3 

— 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 . 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  illdefined  dis- 

15 

....  17 

...  32 

eases  

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

— 

4 

34.  Ail  other  accidents 

6 

3 . 

9 

35.  Suicides  

6 

2 . 

8 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war.... 

— ■ 

2 . 

2 

206 

....  181  . 

...  387 

Neo-Natal  Deaths. 


This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants 
under  the  age  of  4 weeks.  There  were  6 deaths  in  all,  4 being 
Males  and  2 Females. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  4 ....  2 ....  6 

Illegitimate  — ....  — ....  — 


4 ....  2 ....  6 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  10.3 


Infantile  Mortality. 

During  the  year  1 1 infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 year,  as 
compared  with  20  for  the  previous  year. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  8 ....  2 ....  10 

Illegitimate  1 ....  — ....  1 


9 ....  2 ....  11 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (total) 18.9 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (Legitimate)....  17.9 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (Illegitimate)  ....  40.0 
England  and  Wales 21.7 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  previous  years  and  for 
1960  is  as  follows  : — 


1949  50.4  1955  30.18 

1950  44.2  1956  22.8 

1951  28.7  1957  27.2 

1952  35.02  1958  26.8 

1953  32.9  1959  30.8 

1954  18.6  1960  18.9 


The  following  table  gives  causes  of  death  occuring  in  infants 
under  1 year  : — 


Sex. 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Causes  of  Death. 

2 hours 

1 

Prematurity 

3 hours 

1 

Prematurity 

4 hours 

1 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the 

newborn 

8 hours 

1 

Prematurity 

19  hours 

1 

Prematurity 

3 days 

1 

Meconium  Ileus 

2 months 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

4 months 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

5 months 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

6 months 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation 

of  vomit 

9 months 

1 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth  during  the  year. 


Cancer  Deaths. 


There  were  70  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  72  in  1959.  The  Cancer  deaths  have  increased 
by  5 in  Males  and  decreased  by  7 in  Females. 


The  ratio  of  Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths  is  1 : 5.5  as 
compared  with  1 : 4.6  in  1959.  The  percentage  of  Cancer  deaths 
to  total  deaths  is  18.1. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Stomach  

6 

— 

6 

Lung  and  Bronchus  .... 

14 

2 

16 

Breast 

— 

7 . 

7 

Uterus 

. ..  — 

4 . 

4 

Others 

20 

....  17 

37 

40 

....  30  . 

70 
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The  total  number  of  Cancer  deaths  and  the  percentage  of 
Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths  since  1949  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Year. 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  Cancer 
Deaths  to 
Toted 
Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1949 

360 

26 

28 

64 

17.8 

1950 

337 

26 

27 

53 

15.7 

1951 

358 

25 

27 

52 

14.5 

1952 

362 

32 

21 

53 

14.6 

1953 

321 

26 

24 

50 

15.6 

1954 

339 

35 

24 

59 

17.4 

1955 

371 

40 

19 

59 

15.9 

1956 

313 

31 

31 

62 

19.8 

1^57 

341 

33 

23 

56 

16.1 

1958 

327 

38 

29 

67 

20.5 

1959 

353 

35 

37 

72 

20.4 

1960 

387 

40 

30 

70 

18.1 

Heal:!  Disease. 

Heart  disease  was  responsible  for  127  deaths.  Of  these 
62  were  Males  and  65  Females.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from 
Heart  Disease  to  total  deaths  is  32.8  as  compared  with  31.4  in 
1959. 


Pulmonary  Causes. 

There  were  36  deaths  from  Pulmonary  causes  during  the 
year,  6 of  these  being  due  to  Tuberculosis,  13  due  to  Pneumonia 
and  14  due  to  Bronchitis. 

Respiratory  Disease. 

T.B.  Respiratory 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Influenza 

Others 


26  ....  10  ....  36 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
6 ....  — ....  6 

8 ....  5 ....  13 

9 ....  5 ....  14 

3 I*  — 3 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  688  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received.  Of  these  570  were  Measles. 
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Measles — The  Measles  outbreak  commenced  in  the  Autumn  and 
continued  throughout  the  Winter.  The  greatest  number  of  cases 
occurring  between  the  ages  of  two  and  seven  years.  The  last 
epidemic  of  this  disease  to  occur  in  the  Borough  commenced  in 
the  early  spring  of  1957  and  continued  throughout  the  summer 
and  autumn.  There  were  710  notifications  during  that  year.  No 
deaths  occurred  due  to  this  disease  throughout  this  year. 


Scarlet  Fever — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  9 as  compared 
with  15  for  the  year  1959.  The  disease  still  occurs  in  a relatively 
mild  form. 


Dysentery — During  the  year  no  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred. 


Poliomyelitis — One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year, 
this  was  in  a male  aged  31  years,  who  unfortunately  died  from 
the  disease. 


Diphtheria — For  the  tenth  year  in  succession  there  have  been  no 
confirmed  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Borough. 


Food  Poisoning — The  number  of  notifications  within  the  Borough 
was  5,  viz., — 

1st  Quarter  ....  2 
2nd  Quarter  ....  2 
4th  Quarter  ....  1 

In  only  two  cases  was  the  origin  of  the  infection  identified, 
this  was  a partly  consumed  tin  of  Corned  Beef  which  had  been 
eaten  by  the  patients  and  yielded  a scanty  growth  of  staphylococcus 
pyogenes.  During  investigations  all  stocks  of  corned  beef  were 
withdrawn  from  sale  by  the  shops  concerned. 

In  connection  with  investigations  following  the  notified 
cases  of  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  44  faecal  specimens,  1 meat  pie 
and  10  tins  of  corned  beef  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination.  No  organisms  of  the  Salmonella 
group  were  found  in  either  the  meat  pie  or  the  tins  of  corned  beef. 

Unfortunately  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  still  occur  all  too 
frequently  in  this  country  and  I wish  to  point  out  the  importance 
of  refrigeration  of  meat  dishes  after  preparation.  Especially 
dangerous  is  the  practice  of  pre-heating  such  dishes  and  allowing 
them  to  cool  slowly.  If  pre-heating  is  necessary  then  rapid  cooling 
is  essential. 
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Attention  to  personal  hygiene  in  food  handlers  and  strict 
hygiene  in  preparation  premises  and  delivery  vehicles  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  if  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  to  be  curtailed. 


Tuberculosis — 27  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Tuber- 
culosis) Regulations.  Four  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
were  notified. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  which 
is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.2  per  1,000.  In  1959  there  were  2 
deaths  and  a death  rate  of  0.06.  In  1959  the  death  rate  for 
England  and  V/aies  was  0.085  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  on  the  1st  January  and  the  31st  December, 
1960 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

1st  January, 
1960 

159 

116 

275 

16 

24 

40 

31st  December, 
1960 

164 

119 

283 

17 

25 

42 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 
Notification.  Deaths. 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Ffection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

0.3 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

50 

1.5 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

570 

17.5 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

0.1 

13 

0.4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 
Acute  Paralytic 

1 

0.03 

1 

0.03 

Acute  Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Pulm’ary 

27 

0.8 

6 

0.2 

Tuberculosis,  Other  .... 

3 

0.09 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

5 

0.2 

— 

— 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1960 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

3 

to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

plus 

TOTAL 

Smailpox  

Diphtheria  

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

4 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Dysentery  

— 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

19 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles  

9 

100 

144 

308 

9 

— 

— 

— 

570 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

15 

15 

13 

2 

1 

— 

— 

50 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Tuberculosis,  Pulm’nary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

7 

5 

27 

Tuberculosis,  Other  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  

14 

115 

163 

325 

14 

42 

9 

6 

688 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 


Age  Group. 

Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

Non-Pulmonary, 
Male.  Female. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15—19 

5 

— 

— 

— 

20—24 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25—34 

2 

1 

— 

1 

35—44 

5 

1 

1 

— 

45—54 

1 

2 

— 

— 

55—64 

2 

2 

— 

— 

65  plus 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

6 

1 

2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Lung  Tuberculosis 
cases  notified  and  the  rate  per  1,000  population,  and  the  deaths 
due  to  Lung  Tuberculosis  and  rate  per  1,000  population  since 
1949. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Case  Rate 
per  WOO 
population. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

1949 

42 

1.4 

13 

0.4 

1950 

24 

0.8 

10 

0.3 

1951 

17 

0.6 

8 

0.3 

1952 

46 

1.4 

4 

0.1 

1953 

50 

1.5 

5 

0.2 

1954 

31 

0.9 

6 

0.2 

1955 

24 

0.7 

1 

0.03 

1956 

20 

0.6 

1 

0.03 

1957 

23 

0.7 

4 

0.1 

1958 

14 

0.4 

3 

0.09 

1959 

27 

0.8 

2 

0.06 

1960 

27 

0.8 

6 

0.2 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  488  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  were  immunised  against  these  diseases  within  the  Bor- 
ough during  the  year,  representing  a ratio  of  83%  to  the  number 
of  live  births.  The  previous  year’s  figure  was  40%  of  live  births. 
This  is  very  gratifying  indeed  and  if  maintained  will  provide  a 
satisfying  level  of  immunity  within  the  community. 


Triple  Antigen. 

During  July,  1960,  the  use  of  triple  antigen  (combined 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  immunisation)  was 
initiated  as  a routine  procedure  in  the  immunisation  of  infants  in 
the  Borough  and  since  then  123  children  have  been  immunised 
by  this  media.  91  children  have  been  included  in  the  figure  above 
for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

The  value  giving  protection  against  Tetanus  is  twofold,  for 
not  only  does  the  toxoid  give  protection  against  this  serious  and 
often  fatal  disease,  but  providing  the  booster  doses  are  maintained, 
obviates  the  use  of  the  much  less  innocuous  Anti-tetanus  serum 
should  the  patient  be  unfortunate  enough  to  sustain  a potentially 
infected  wound. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children 
immunised  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 
during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough 
and  Tetanus 
Immunisation. 

Primary  Doses 

Repeat  Doses 

0—1  1—4  5—15 

1—4  5—15 

0—1  1—4  5—15 

0—1  1—4  5—15 

— 4 12 

125  3,269 

397  81  13 

91  27  5 

The  Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immuni- 
sation was  commenced  within  the  Borough  in  1952.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  number  of  children  in  age  groups  who  have 
been  immunised  since  1953. 


Year. 

Total  Births. 

Whooping  Cough 
Notifications 
All  Ages. 

Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  1mm. 

0—1 

1—4 

5—15 

1953 

517 

Ill 

135 

113 

1954 

539 

45 

128 

136 

— 

1955 

530 

71 

129 

123 

— 

1956 

570 

35 

209 

118 

1957 

588 

64 

267 

112 

1 

1958 

596 

25 

266 

78 

4 

1959 

650 

66 

260 

61 

5 

1960 

583 

50 

397 

81 

13 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

288  persons  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  the 
year  and  of  these  224  were  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This 
latter  figure  is  approximately  38%  of  the  total  live  births  for  the 
year. 

Infant  vaccination  ceased  to  be  compulsory  in  this  country 
in  1948,  and  the  recorded  number  of  infant  innoculations  in 
England  and  Wales  since  that  time  has  fallen  to  approximately 
36%.  This  leaves  a dangerously  large  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion completely  unprotected  and  necessitates  public  health  measures 
for  the  control  of  smallpox  to  be  adapted  urgently  to  meet  any 
emergency  as  it  arises. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  Poliomyelitis  protection  was  further 
extended  to  include  persons  up  to  40  years  of  age  and  Clinics  were 
opened  at  No.  1,  Grosvenor  iRoad  and  Queen’s  Park,  on  one 
evening  every  two  weeks  to  cater  for  this  age  group. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  3,285  persons  had  received  a full 
course  and  a further  1,186  had  received  two  injections. 
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CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 


Whenever  possible  it  is  desirable  that  old  people  shall 
maintain  their  independence  within  the  community  and  it  is  with 
this  object  in  V.ew  that  the  various  Social  and  Health  Services  in 
the  Borough  operate. 

Support  and  supervision  in  appropriate  cases  is  given  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  the  District  Nurse  is  available  to  supple- 
ment the  care  given  by  the  General  Practitioner  in  cases  of  sickness. 

The  Home  Help  Scheme  is  an  invaluable  Service  and  much 
of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Home  Helps  is  assistance  in  the 
homes  of  old  people. 

The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  Scheme  has  continued  to  prove  well 
worthwhile  and  it  is  hoped  in  the  future  to  extend  this  Service. 
Distribution  of  the  Meals  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Service  and  their  cheerful  and  willing  help  is  very  much 
appreciated. 

The  proportion  of  people  of  pensionable  age  is  now  approx- 
imately one  in  seven  of  the  population  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
it  is  steadily  increasing. 

This  tendancy  towards  an  ageing  population  presents  public 
health  problems  of  some  magnitude  and  much  organisation  and 
effort  faces  the  Health  Department  in  the  future  to  cater  for  the 
needs  of  the  aged. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applicants  for 
Council  Houses  as  at  December,  1960  : — 

Apartments. 

1.  — Residing  in  the  Borough  451 

2.  — Residing  outside  the  Borough 19 

Householders. 

1.  — Residing  in  the  Borough  328 

2.  — Residing  outside  the  Borough 72 

TOTAL ....  870 

Details  of  Slum  Clearance  progress  are  given  in  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  section  of  the  report. 


(16) 


WATER. 


During  the  year  14  samples  of  the  town’s  water  supply  were 
taken  at  various  points  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. All  samples  were  reported  satisfactory. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Provision. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  opened  in  Chester  during  the 
year  and  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream 
is  now  carried  out  at  these  premises.  It  is  extremely  convenient 
and  the  advantages  to  this  department  have  already  been  felt. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


War  Memorial  Hospital : — 

General  Medicine 30  Beds 

General  Surgery  72  Beds 

Gynaecology  8 Beds 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 14  Beds 

Paediatrics 15  Beds 

Opthalmology 10  Beds 

Orthopaedic  36  Beds 

Private 14  Beds 

Maelor  General  Hospital : — 

General  Medicine  57  Beds 

General  Surgery 99  Beds 

Paediatric  Unit  ....  50  Beds 

Geriatric  Unit  65  Beds 

Obstetric  Unit  57  Beds 

Gynaecology 34  Beds 

Special  Care  of  Babies 14  Beds 

Diseases  of  the  Chest 6 Beds 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat ....  6 Beds 

Opthalmology  6 Beds 

Dermatology  3 Beds 

Dentistry  3 Beds 

Social  Welfare  ...,  37  Beds 

Unclassified  36  Beds 

Infectious  Diseases  55  Beds 

Private 6 Beds 
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CLINICS. 


Orthopaedic. 

The  diagnosis  and  After-care  treatment  of  Orthopaedic 
cases  is  carried  out  at  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 
Memorial  Hospital,  supplemented  by  institutional  treatment  at  the 
Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

A Venereal  Disease  Clinic  is  established  at  the  Out-Patients 
Department  of  the  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  four  centres  weekly 
within  the  Borough. 

Gatefield,  Kings  Mill  Road  Monday  Afternoon. 

No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road. ...Monday  and  Wednesday  Afternoon. 
Garden  Village  Institute, 

Kenyon  Avenue  Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Queen’s  Park  Monday  and  Thursday  Afternoon. 

Ante-Natal  Oinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  weekly  within  the  Borough  at 
the  Maternity  Unit,  Maelor  General  Hospital,  on  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  mornings. 

Eye  Clinic. 

An  Eye  Clinic  is  held  at  No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road. 

Family  Planning  Clinic. 

A Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  afternoon 
at  No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road. 

Dental  Clinics. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road: — 
Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Monday. 


Fillings  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

Orthodontics  Alternate  Tuesdays  and  every  Thursday. 

Casuals  Tuesday  and  Friday. 


Speech  Therapy. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  No.  1,  Grosvenor 
Road  on  Thursday  morning  and  all  day  Friday. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department. 

It  has  been  a pleasure  to  work  with  Dr.  R.  Ellis  Jones,  who 
commenced  duty  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  January.  His 
stay  was  a brief  one,  as,  in  November  he  gave  notice  of  his  resigna- 
tion, having  been  appointed  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Denbighshire. 

Other  staff  changes  during  the  year  included  the  appoint- 
ment as  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Mr.  G.  Keeling  and  Mr.  C.  S. 
Wensley.  Mr.  L.  Horne,  Pupil  Health  Inspector  passed  the  quali- 
fying examination  and  was  appointed  a Public  Health  Inspector 
with  Brierley  Hill  U.D.C.  Mr.  E.  T.  Crewe  was  appointed  a Pupil 
Health  Inspector. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  very  good  progress  in  the 
clearance  of  unfit  houses,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  back  of 
this  problem  in  Wrexham  has  now  been  broken.  Preparations 
were  also  completed  for  the  establishment  of  the  town’s  first  Smoke 
Control  Area. 

One  event  which  occurred  during  the  year  cannot  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  comment.  Alderman  Cyril  O.  Jones,  B.A. 
tendered  his  resignation  as  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
having  occupied  the  chair  since  1930.  It  has  been  a rewarding 
experience  to  serve  under  him,  and  I would  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  him  for  all  his  help  and  kindness  to  me  during  the 
past  fifteen  years.  All  the  members  of  my  Staff  join  me  in  paying 
respect  to  one  who  has  done  so  much  for  public  health  in  Wrexham. 

I would  express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to 
the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement 
during  the  year.  I am  also'  indebted  to  all  the  Officers  of  the 
Council,  and  to  my  Staff  for  their  efforts  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  McCartney, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  8053 

Total  No.  of  Complaints  received  541 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served  447 

Total  No.  of  Interviews  with  owners,  etc 421 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


No.  of  smoke  observations  made  58 

No.  of  visits  made  386 

No.  of  Notices  served  (Informal)  ...,  5 

No.  of  deposit  gauges  sited  in  the  Borough  2 


The  average  monthly  deposit 

of  soot. 

etc.,  for 

the  past 

three  years  is  as  follows: — 

1958. 

1959. 

1960. 

Parish  Church  Site  

12  tons. 

14  tons. 

12  tons. 

Allotment  Garden,  Price’s  Lane 

11  tons. 

14  tons. 

10  tons. 

(This  gauge  was  discontinued 

in  September,  1960) 


During  the  year  the  necessary  inspections  were  completed 
for  the  establishment  of  the  first  Smoke  Control  Area  in  Wrexham. 
The  proposed  Smoke  Control  Order  relates  to  437  premises  in  the 
central  part  of  the  town,  covering  an  area  of  50.52  acres.  The 
suggested  date  for  the  Order  to  become  operative  is  April  1st,  1962. 

Now  that  a start  has  been  made  on  the  task  of  cleansing 
the  atmosphere  in  the  Borough  it  is  hoped  that  a steady  and  con- 
tinuous rate  of  progress  will  be  maintained.  I am  optimistic 
enough  to  visualise  that,  with  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned, 
we  could  have  a virtually  smokeless  Wrexham  by  the  end  of  the 
nineteen  sixties. 
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BED  BUGS. 

No.  of  inspections  made 67 

No.  of  Council  Houses : — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  19 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department  19 

No.  of  Other  Premises  : — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested 1 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department  at  owner’s  ex- 
pense   1 

CINEMAS  AND  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  9 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  — 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  — 


For  the  purposes  of  record,  it  might  be  of  interest  to  point 
out  that  the  year  1960  saw  the  closing  of  three  of  the  cinemas  in 


the  town — only  one  cinema  now  remains. 

CLOSETS. 

Cleansed  and  limewashed — 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired  or  reconstructed  8 

No.  of  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 11 

No.  of  new  water-closet  pans  or  pedestals  14 

No.  provided  with  supply  of  water  — 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


No.  on  Register  Nil 

DRAINS. 

Drains  constructed  or  reconstructed 2 

Repaired  or  cleansed  22 

New  inspection  chambers  — 

Ventilated — 

GuUies  provided  or  renewed 5 

New  sinks  provided  — 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 7 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  2 
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FACTORIES  (Excluding  Bakehouses). 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Mech.)  177 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Non-Mech.)  50 

No.  of  Inspections  made 77 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  4 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied  4 

No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ENQUIRIES. 

No.  of  Investigations  carried  out 32 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No.  of  Businesses  in  District  5 

No.  of  Inspections  made 10 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  ■ — 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied  — 

No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...,  ....  — 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

No.  of  premises  inspected  847 

No.  of  premises  found  infested  212 

No.  of  visits  made 2194 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE. 

No.  of  new  dustbins  provided  by  Statutory  action 138 

SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Dampness. 

No.  of  roofs  renewed  or  repaired 39 

No.  of  eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  re- 
newed   23 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid 3 
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Other  Work. 

No.  of  walls  repaired 24 

No.  of  walls  rendered  or  repointed  14 

No.  of  ceilings  repaired  4 

No.  of  floors  repaired 3 

No.  of  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  7 

No.  of  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  10 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  and  dampness  remedied  8 

No.  of  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  49 

Rooms  cleansed — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  2 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  5 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  — 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

No.  of  Sv/imming  Baths  in  the  District  ....  1 

No.  of  Samples  taken  (Bacteriological)  22 

No.  of  Samples  satisfactory 19 

No.  of  Samples  taken  (Chemical) 2 

No.  of  Samples  satisfactory  2 


The  baths  comprise  two  plunge  baths,  one  25  yds.  x 9 yds., 
the  other  20  yds.  x 9 yds. ; and  eight  slipper  baths.  Separate 
sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  for  males  and  females  and 
cubicles  are  provided  for  dressing  and  undressing.  A modern 
establishment  laundry  is  also  provided. 

The  approximate  number  of  persons  using  the  premises 
during  I960  was  97,600.  85,000  used  the  baths  during  normal 

opening  hours  and  12,600  at  other  times  as  members  of  clubs, 
schools,  etc.  The  attendances  at  the  baths  have,  in  fact,  doubled 
over  the  past  six  years. 

The  water  is  supplied  from  what  is  known  as  the  Bryny- 
ffynnon  Well,  Brook  Street,  from  whence  it  is  piped  to  an  under- 
ground tank,  pumped  to  a holding  tank,  and  then  gravity-fed  to 
the  filtration  and  sterilisation  plant. 
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The  water  is  cleansed  by  continuous  flow  filtration  through 
sand  filters  followed  by  marginal  chlorination.  The  cleansing  plant 
deals  with  25,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour  giving  an  approximate 
4 hour  turnover  of  the  total  bath  water. 

The  baths  are  closed  annually  in  October  for  one  month 
while  the  Destructor  and  heating  plant  are  being  overhauled. 
The  water  in  the  baths  is  then  completely  changed.  In  addition, 
overspill  runs  to  waste  and  is  constantly  being  replaced  from  the 
source  of  supply  after  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Bacteriological  samples  at  the  source  and  of  the  treated 
bath  water  are  submitted  monthly  tor  examination  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service. 

During  the  year  22  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Twelve  of  these  were  from  the  treated  supply  in  the  baths — one 
of  which  was  unsatisfactory.  The  remaining  ten  samples  were 
from  the  source  of  supply  and  were  taken  prior  to  treatment.  Two 
of  these  were  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  investigations  concerning  the  unsatisfactory 
samples,  the  usual  source  of  supply  was  discontinued  and  water 
was  supplied  to  the  baths  from  the  town  mains  supply.  After 
consideration  by  the  Health  and  Watch  Committees  of  the 
Council,  measures  were  taken  to  improve  the  chemical  treatment 
of  the  water,  and  the  original  source  of  supply  was  again  brought 
into  use. 

The  public  baths  are  increasing  in  popularity  from  year  to 
year,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  baths  are  not  adequate 
for  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  them.  With  this  in  mind, 
the  Council  are  now  considering  sites  for  more  modern  facilities. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  43 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  — 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  came 
into  operation  in  August,  1960.  The  Act  brings  into  force  a new 
system  of  licensing  with  the  two-fold  object  of  controlling  the 
location  of  caravan  sites  and  improving  the  conditions  on  the  sites. 

Wrexham  is  not  greatly  affected  by  the  problem  of  caravan- 
ning, as  nearly  all  the  caravans  dealt  with  are  occupied  for  tem- 
porary periods  by  members  of  the  Showmen’s  Guild,  who  visit  the 
town  for  the  usual  traditional  fairs. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


No.  of  samples  taken  for  Analysis  14 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  14 


Water  is  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Wrexham  and  East 
Denbighshire  Water  Company,  and  has  remained  satisfactory  both 
in  quality  and  adequacy.  All  the  houses  within  the  Borough  have 
a piped  supply. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  water  undertaking,  in- 
cluding the  sources  of  supply  and  the  filtration  and  treatment  plant, 
were  visited  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
The  visit  was  kindly  arranged  by  Mr.  H.  Seddon,  B.Sc.,  A.M.I.C.E., 
the  Engineer  of  the  Water  Company,  who  accompanied  us  on  the 
tour  of  inspection. 

RIVER  WATER. 

No.  of  samples  taken 20 

The  condition  of  the  River  Gwenfro,  and  the  Clywedog, 
has  caused  some  concern  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year. 
Seventeen  samples  taken  during  the  year  showed  evidence  of  faecal 
pollution.  Samples  taken  at  a point  where  the  Gwenfro  enters 
the  Borough  were  unsatisfactory,  and  because  of  this,  the  Wrexham 
Rural  District  Council  were  notified.  The  Dee  and  Clwyd  Rivers 
Board  have  also  been  requested  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
pollution,  and  have  been  invited  to  discuss  the  problem  with  the 
Health  Committee. 

Three  river  swabs  were  obtained  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  submitted  for  examination.  The  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory reported  that  no  enteropathogens  had  been  isolated. 

HOUSING. 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defects  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  93 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — Section  93. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year 10 
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(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Abatement 


Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re- 
medied   30 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 31 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 8 

Section  45. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year 2 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defective  water-closets  to  be 
repaired 9 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defective  water-closets 

were  repaired  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 1 

Section  39. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year 6 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  for  the  renewing  or  repairing  of  exist- 
ing drains 18 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  the  existing  drains  were 

renewed  and  cleansed  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 19 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  5 


Section  138  and  Water  Act,  1945.  Section  30. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requesting  Owner  to  provide  water 
supply  in  pipes — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  water  supply  was  pro- 

vided after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 
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(B)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  10  o£  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  under  Section  16 — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made — 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  2 

(4)  No.  of  dwellings-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made — 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing 

Orders  — 

(6)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Undertaking  given  by  Owner — 

(7)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Under- 

taking from  owners  accepted  not  to  re-let  houses 
for  human  habitation  — 

(8)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  11 

(9)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Cerificate  4 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  — 
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(E)  Housing  Act,  1957.  Overcrowding. 

(1)  (a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  


not 

known. 


(2)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  8 

(3)  (a)  Noi.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 36 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  133 

(4)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  again 

became  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
had  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding   Not  Known. 


Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses. 

The  important  work  of  sweeping  away  the  unfit  houses  in 
the  Borough  was  continued  vigorously  during  the  year.  Six  Com- 
pulsory Purchase  Orders,  involving  92  houses  and  254  persons  were 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
Two  more  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  submitted  in  1959,  were 
confirmed  early  in  1960.  These  dealt  with  44  houses  and  150 
persons. 

In  addition  to  action  taken  under  Part  III  of  the  Act,  4 
houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  with  21  occupants,  were 
demolished,  and  11  more  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority, 
were  certified  as  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was 
151  with  a population  of  473.  A further  92  houses  were  demolished 
as  a result  of  action  taken  during  previous  years. 

During  the  year,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Gov- 
ernment requested  local  authorities  to  review  their  programme  for 
the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  The  Health  Committee  considered 
a report  in  June,  1960,  and  this  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  and 
approved  by  him.  The  report  showed  that  a total  of  387  houses 
had  been  dealt  with  since  August,  1955,  and  that  a further  250 
unfit  houses  were  scheduled  for  action  by  August,  1965. 


The  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Details  of  work  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Form  I)  9 


No.  of  Decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  1 

No.  of  Proposals  to  Issue  (Form  J)  7 

No.  of  Undertakings  received  (Form  K) 5 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (Form  L)  2 

No.  of  Cancellations  applied  for  (Form  M)  — 

No.  of  Cancellations  issued  — 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


During  the  year  over  1,000  visits  were  made  to  food  pre- 
mises within  the  Borough.  115  letters  were  sent  to  food  traders 
drawing  their  attention  to  infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

The  undermentioned  table  gives  details  of  the  number  and 
type  of  food  premises  within  the  Borough,  and  the  number  of  in- 
spections made  during  the  year. 


No.  in  No.  of 

District.  inspections  made. 

Bakehouses  22  1 14 

Butchers’  Shops  42  122 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  ....  23  76 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 29  73 

Fried  Fish  Shops 16  39 

Fruit  and  Greengrocers 45  38 

General  Provision  Shops  1C6  377 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  60  14 

Ice-Cream  Premises  121  23 

Wet  Fish  Shops  11  19 

Cake  Shops 13  69 

Sweet  Shops  41  45 


Foreign  Bodies  in  Food. 

Thirteen  complaints  concerning  foreign  bodies  in  food  were 
investigated  during  the  year,  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
in  respect  of  two  of  these.  Total  fines  of  £50  with  three  guineas 
costs  were  imposed. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

A total  of  53  Formal  samples  and  39  Informal  samples 
were  taken  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows  : 


Formal.  Informal. 

Milk  53  Cream  1 

Milk 6 

Corned  Beef  1 

Tinned  Salmon 2 

Indian  Brandee  1 

Vinegar 1 

Tinned  Milk  5 

Sauce  3 

Soup  1 

Jam 1 

Dried  Sage 1 

Stomach  Powder  1 

Gravy  Browning  1 

White  Pepper 2 

Meat  Paste 2 

Marmalade ....  1 

Non-Brewed  Condiment 1 

Mixed  Spice 1 

Dripping  4 

Lard 1 

Cooking  Fat  2 


One  formal  and  one  informal  samples  were  reported  as 
“ Not  Genuine.” 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Denbighshire  County  Council,  for  the  following 
details  of  his  work  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
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Article. 

No. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-Standard. 

Milk 

58 

58 

Butter  

2 

1 

1 

Margarine  

2 

2 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

1 

1 

— 

Flour  

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley  

1 

1 

— 

Oatmeal  

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Beans 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Peas 

1 

1 

1 



Tinned  Mixed  Vegetables  .... 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fish  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Potted  Shrimps  

— 

Tinned  Luncheon  Meat  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

3 

3 

— 

Suet  

1 

1 

— 

Jam  

2 

2 

Custard  Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Double  Cream  

1 

1 

Ice-Cream  

6 

6 



Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Beer  

— 

Rum  

1 

1 

— 

Brandy  

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

1 

1 

— 

Sol.  of  Hydrogen  Peroxide 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

97 

96 

1 

Of  the  39  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  other  than  milk 
submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year,  only  one  gave  any  cause  for 
complaint.  This  was  a sample  of  pre-packed  butter  in  which  the 
Analyst  reported  that  he  found  16.1%  of  water ; the  maximum 
amount  of  water  permitted  in  butter  (S.I.  1955  No.  1899)  is  16%. 
Several  samples  of  this  particular  brand  of  pre-packed  butter  have 
since  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  in  every  case  the  water  con- 
tent has  been  found  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year,  seventy-three  samples  of  milk  taken  from 
Schools  and  Institutions  in  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  were  tested 
in  this  office  by  the  Inspectors.  All  of  these  samples  were  found 
to  be  up  to  the  presumptive  standards  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of 
Milk  Regulations,  1939. 


Duties  relating  to  Ice-Cream. 

There  are  121  registered  premises  for  ice-cream  including 
two  manufacturers. 
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During  the  year  the  following  samples  were  taken  : — 

Bacteriological — 31.  These  were  graded  as  follows  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  : — - 

Grade  1 ....  30 

Grade  2 ....  1 

Grade  3 ....  — 

Grade  4 ....  — 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis,  and  were  found  to  be  up  to  the  required  statu- 
tory standard. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  October  1st, 
1960.  The  responsibility  for  the  granting  of  dealers  licences  now 
rests  with  the  County  Council  as  the  food  and  drugs  authority, 
and  the  sampling  of  designated  milk  will  no  longer  be  carried  out 
by  district  authorities  such  as  Wrexham. 

Apart  from  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  by  local 
authorities,  all  milk  and  dairies  legislation  is  now  administered 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  or  by  food  and 
drugs  authorities. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

In  addition  to  10  registered  dairy  premises,  there  are  now 
44  persons  registered  as  purveyors  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1959. 

I give  below  the  details  relating  to  the  bacteriological 


sampling  of  Milk: — 

No.  of  samples  taken  165 

(1)  School  Milks  (Pasteurised). 

No.  of  samples  taken 1 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory ....  1 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  1 

No.  found  satisfactory 1 

School  Milks  (T.T./Pasteurised). 

No.  of  samples  taken  9 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  9 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  9 

No.  found  satisfactory  9 
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(2)  Designated  Milks  other  than  School  Milks. 

(Pasteurised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken 56 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 55 

No.  of  samples  failing  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  1 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  56 

No.  found  satisfactory  56 

(Tuberculin  Tested  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken 29 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 24 

No.  of  samples  failing  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  5 

(Tuberculin  Tested/Pasteurised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken 55 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory ....  55 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  55 

No.  found  satisfactory 55 

(Sterilised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken  15 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 15 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during 
the  year  was  44,731,  about  13,000  less  than  in  1959.  The  number 
of  frozen  lamb  carcases,  24,363,  however,  was  a considerable  in- 
crease on  last  year,  and  must  be  accepted  as  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  reduced  demand  for  home  killed  meat. 

Although  the  number  of  animals  passing  through  the 
Abattoir  was  less,  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  increased  by  over  two  tons. 

In  accordance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  a 
Slaughterhouse  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food,  giving  October  1st,  1961,  as  the  date  by 
which  the  Abattoir  will  fully  comply  with  the  new  legal  standards. 
The  Report  and  the  recommended  date  were  approved  by  the 
Minister. 

Already  much  has  been  done — the  main  feature  being  new 
“strip”  lighting  in  the  slaughterhalls,  weighing  passage  and  cooling 
hall. 


There  is  still  a gap  between  income  and  expenditure  at  the 
Abattoir,  and  with  the  object  of  reducing  the  deficit,  increased 
Abattoir  tolls  were  approved  and  came  into  operation  on  June  1st, 
1960. 
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Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows. 

and 

Pigs> 

Calves. 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

No.  Slaughtered  

3,168 

199 

27,120 

16,748 

496 

No.  Inspected  

3,168 

199 

*51,417 

*16,811 

496 

Disease  except  Tuber- 
culosis & Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 

3 

10 

126 

33 

10 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

1,369 

125 

1,196 

731 

5 

% of  No.  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci  .... 

43.3% 

67.8% 

2.6% 

4.5% 

3.0% 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

67 

6 

296 

% of  No.  inspected 

affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

2.2% 

3.0% 

— 

1.8% 

— 

Cystkercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

11 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refriger- 
ation   

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* This  figure  includes  dressed  carcases  and  imported  meat  brought  into 

the  Abattoir. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year ; — 

21  tons  11  cwts.  2 qrs.  10  lbs. 
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Canned  and  Other  Food,  Etc.,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption. 


Tinned  Foods 

3,669i 

lbs. 

Fats  

26 

lbs. 

Jelly  

180 

lbs. 

Tea 

24 

lbs. 

Cheese  Bits  .... 

39 

lbs. 

Cheese 

39 

lbs. 

Preserves  

m 

lbs. 

Rice  Pudding 

3 

lbs. 

Fish  

102 

lbs. 

Vegetables  .... 

1 ij 

oo 

04 

04 

lbs. 

Flour  

140 

lbs. 

Cereals  

OO 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous 

9i 

lbs. 

TOTAL- 

-4,486|  lbs. 

Percentage  classifications  are  as 

follows : — 

Home 

31.6%  = 

l,416i  lbs. 

Empire  

24.0%  = 

l,077i 

lbs. 

Foreign  ...,  

44.4%  = 

1,993 

lbs. 

100.0%  = 

4,486i 

lbs. 
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